


glenfarne
Gleann Fhearna, òThe Glen of the Aldersó, a valley strategically
placed in north Leitrim between Manorhamilton on the west and
Blacklion, Co. Cavan, to the east. The National Primary route N16,
which passes through the length of the valley, connects Sligo to
Enniskillen, and the West of Ireland to Belfast. Glenfarne runs from
the Scardan River on the west to the Esky River to the east, on the
Cavan border. As you travel east you have the Lackagh Hills on
your right and the Barrs and Lacoon Lines on the left.

Glenfarne is a place to relax. There are many walks to avail of.
Lough MacNean on the northern boundary has many scenic walks
and seating for you to relax. 

Killmakerrel Cemetery is the site of a Franciscan Friary. In Brockagh
there are standing stones. Legend says there were two giants, one
on Thur mountain and the other on Cuilcagh mountain. Each of
them threw a stone which smashed into the other. One broke and
the three fragments landed on their edges. Many ôsweatõ houses are
to be found locally.



Glenfarne is famous for the
Rainbow ð
òBallroom of
Romanceó. It was
founded by local
man, John
McGivern, in 1934. It
is now managed by
the Glenfarne
Community
Development with
dances held regularly
and many other events.

There is also Cullentragh
Centre, formerly Cullentragh
National School, where the
Development Group have
their office.

The office is open from
9.30am to 1.30pm from
Monday to Friday each
week.

Email: info@glenfarnecommunity.com

There are two Post
Offices, one at East
Barrs with shop and the
other in Brockagh which
has a supermarket,
restaurant and guest
house. Across the road
from here lies
Glenfarneõs second pub.



St Maryõs Church St Michaelõs Church

The parish of Glenfarne is
served by two Catholic
churches, St. Marys in
Lower Glenfarne and
St. Michaels in Upper
Glenfarne.

Glenfarne village, situated
on the main Sligo/Enniskillen
route, is approximately 8
miles from Manorhamilton
and 4 miles from the border
village of Blacklion. The
village has a new and
modern childrenõs
playground. It is widely used
by local community and
families passing. There is
also a garage and pub.



things to see
The Lough MacNean Sculpture
Trail is set in a landscape of
outstanding natural beauty around
the shores of Upper and Lower
Lough MacNean in south-west
Fermanagh and bordering with
counties Cavan and Leitrim.

The Lough MacNean valley has
two distinct loughs which stretch
13km in length and are less than
2km wide.

The lakes are a favourite place for
game and coarse fishing,
especially for pike in the Upper
Lough. The surrounding landscape
is rich in sites of historical, cultural and local interest and is a mecca
for outdoor activities such as water sports, caving and hill walking

and for artists and writers.

Amid this spectacular setting
eleven pieces of sculpture have
been placed on sites that vary from
a steep limestone wooded river
glen, the grounds of a large 18th
century estate and a lakeside forest
park. Each piece of sculpture is a
result of ten weeks work by an
artist, and reflects the collaboration
with local communities, youth
groups and schools.

Lough MacNean straddles the
border in the three counties Leitrim,
Cavan and Fermanagh.



things to see
Location: Glenfarne Demesne is about 1.5 km north of Glenfarne
on Manorhamilton/Enniskillen road.

Facilities: There is a picnic area and boat quay at the lake.
Harvesting of trees takes place on a regular basis in this area, so
the visiting public should exercise care when visiting this site. You
can also view four sculptures which have been erected along the
shores of Lough MacNean.

Length of Trail: At Glenfarne
Demesne you can enjoy about
2.5 km of walks or a drive
along the lake shore.

Habitat: The site is on the
shores of Lough MacNean.

Main Tree Specis: The
Demesne forest comprises
Sitka spruce with some
Norway spruce, old Scots pine
and European larch. Some
oak, ash, holly, birch and alder
are also present.

Other Flora: Common
woodland flora with iris and
reed on the shoreline.

Fauna: Red squirrel, badgers,
foxes and hares can be found
at Glenfarne Demesne. You
can also see some Mallard
duck which congregate on the
western shore of the lake
during winter and spring.



things to do

Holidays in Leitrim are becoming increasingly popular with visitors
and the county has an abundance of attractions. Glenfarne has
proved very popular with people living in urban built up areas who
are anxious to have a break in the countryside and rid themselves
of pollution and city pressures.

For golfers there are ten championship courses within a thirty mile
radius, e.g. Rosses Point, Bundoran, Murvagh, Slieve Russell,
Castle Hume and Enniskillen, to name but a few. There is also a
beautiful homely 9 hole lakeside course in Blacklion ð 4 miles away.

Walkers are attracted to Glenfarne by the numerous mapped walks
in the vicinity. These vary from short walks in the local forest to the
more daunting walks in the mountains. Hill walking festivals are held
regularly.

Fishing enthusiasts will find plenty of pleasure in the numerous
lakes in the area, namely Lough Erne, Lough MacNean and the
renowned Lough Melvin, and boats are available for hire.

Other attractions are the proximity to the Organic Centre in
Rossinver, the Marble Arch Caves in Florencecourt, Corralea Activity
Centre, the Shannon-Erne waterway, the Kingfisher Cycling Trail,
Ard Nahoo health farm, and the òCavan Wayó guided walks.
Genealogy in Leitrim is becoming popular, as is tracing the old Sligo
Leitrim Railway (SLNCR ð Sligo Leitrim and Northern Counties
Railway).

Waterfalls
Beautiful waterfalls only 20 minutes drive from Glenfarne:
- Glencar waterfall situated off the N16 approx. 6 miles from

Manorhamilton towards Sligo.
- Fowley Falls in Rossinver approx. 10 miles from Glenfarne.



Beaches
Visitors are never more than about 30 minutes form a beach e.g.
Mullaghmore, Bundoran, Rosses Point, Rosnowlagh and Streedagh.
The more adventurous and energetic surfers can visit Strandhill

Sean McDermottõs House 
Homestead of the famous Sean
McDermott who was one of the
men executed for his role in the
Easter Rising in 1916.
Situated in Cornmore near
Kiltyclogher, 4 miles from
Glenfarne.
A place well deserving of a visit.

Fishing
Glenfarne river runs through the valley giving
plenty of opportunity for trout fishing. The local
fishing club òMacNean & District Anglersó run a
very popular annual pike fishing competition on the
second weekend of November.

Cycling
Glenfarne is ideal for cycling enthusiasts. Although there may be
steep hills to negotiate you can be rewarded when you reach higher
levels where spectacular views are to be had. Wonderful scenery
can be viewed from Thur mountain where the lands of six counties
can be seen on a clear day giving plenty of photo opportunities.

Forest and Lake area
A cycle or drive through the beautiful forest and lake district is a
must. One can only be intrigued with the beauty of the area. Walk,
cycle or drive for miles, enjoy the remotemess while making ones
way around by the lake passing marked sculpture pieces. There are
several different walks to take that meander through the forestry.
Allow yourself to be enlightened and feel close to the once famous
Tottenham Estate situated close by. Picnic tables are available by
the beautiful and peaceful unspoilt lakeside where one can look
across to view our northern neighbours in Fermanagh.



Festival Programme 2008
Pre-Festival event ð ôBallroom of Romanceõ Stage Show
27th, 28th, 29th and 30th July, in the Rainbow at 8.00pm

Thursday, 31st July
Å Childrenõs Disco 6.00 -7.00 pm
Å Underage Football Tournament ð 7.00 pm
Å Teenage Disco ð 10.00 pm ð DJ Gazza

Friday, 1st August
Å Grand Finale of Ballroom of Romance Stage Show

in the Rainbow Ballroom

Dance to follow with Frank Chambers Band at 10.30 pm (Played in
the famous film of ôBallroom of Romanceõ) ð mineral bar only.

Saturday, 2nd August
Å Childrenõs Treasure Hunt in Glenfarne Forest at 1.00 pm
Å Childrenõs Talent Show in the Rainbow at 3.00 pm
Å 5K Triathlon in forest and lake area at 3.00 pm
Å Fureys and Davey Arthur in concert at 10.00 pm
Å Followed by Disco with DJ Shorty
Å Full bar facilities



Sunday, 3rd August
Å Annual Sports Day in St Maryõs Park at 3.00 pm
Å New Event ð Pets Corner Competition
Û New Event ð Obstacle Race Course
Å Athletics
Å Final of Underage Football
Å Tug of War
Å Face Painting
Å Bonny Baby
Å Lots of Fun and Entertainment
Å ôDeal or No Dealõ ð exciting new

game organised by the Glenfarne
Youth Group ð 9.30 in Kettyõs
pub.

Å Dancing with Anthony McBrien
and Francie Smith in the Rainbow Ballroom at 11.30 pm

Å Full bar facilities

Monday, 4th August
Å Fishing Competition at 11.00 am, entries taken at McHughõs Bar
Å Duck Race in Village at 5.00 pm
Å Car Treasure Hunt at 6.30 pm from Kettyõs Bar
Å Pub Team Challenge at Kettyõs

Bar at 10.00 pm ð loads new
challenges



Sunday 27th July
Monday, 28th July
Tuesday, 29th July
Wednesday, 30th July
Friday, 1st August



Glenfarne Wedding of the Year
2007

The Glenfarne Community wish the happy couple

a very happy first anniversary.



The happy bride and groom.

Glenfarne
Wedding of the

Year 2007



Projects Undertaken by the Glenfarne
Community Development Trust Ltd

What has been achieved since 2000

1 Rural Housing Development at St. Michaels
2 Street Lighting and Footpaths in village, Public Lighting from

Rainbow to St. Maryõs Church.
3 Refurbishment of old Cullentragh School
4 Promoting Local Heritage and Culture
5 Playground Erected in Village
6 Sponsor for Environmental Workers and Office Administrator
7 Responsible for Running of Glenfarne Festival each year 
8 Sourced Funding for the Upgrading of Forest and Lake Road
9 Restoration of Rainbow Ongoing

Prizegiving at the fishing competition.



Thank You Page
We would like to thank Failte
Ireland for their financial
assistance in the production of
this brochure.

We in Glenfarne Community
Development Group in
organising the Annual Gala Festival, hope to attract to our
largely unexplored countryside many more tourists and to
arouse in all our inhabitants a spirit of co-operation, thus
inspiring confidence in the viability of our local community and
the area generally.

We hope that you will enjoy the programme we have arranged
and if you are here on holidays that your stay among us will
be a happy and memorable one and that you will be able to
bring back with you pleasant memories of Gala Time in
Glenfarne.

The Organising Committee wish to thank most sincerely all
the business firms who so kindly donate prizes and sponsor
events and to everyone who has helped to make Gala
Festival time possible. Any further information on Gala Time
please contact Cullentragh Centre 0719856831 or any
committee member.

ACCOMMODATION
Visitors should consult the Failte Ireland website for details
on accommodation in the Glenfarne area ð
www.discoverireland.ie
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